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XXVIL. 4n Account of @ remarkable Imperfection of Sight.
In a Letter from J. Scott to the Rev. Mr, Whiffon,
of Trinity College, Cambridge. Cominunicated by the
Rev. Michael Lort, B. D. F. R. S.

TO SIR JOHN PRINGLE, BART. P. R. S.

Old Bond-ftreet,

S I.Ry April 4, 1778,
Read AP;‘Y % FRIEND of mine, the rev. Mr. wHIs-
1778,

soN, of Trinity College, Cambridge,
being acquainted with a gentleman in Lincolnthire, who
labours under an inability of diftinguifhing colours fimi-
lar to that of which an account is given in the laft vo-
lume of the Philofophical Tranfactions, did write to him
for fome particular information concerning this infir-
mity. The anfwer which Mr. wHissoN received I have
now, by his. permiffion, the honour of tranfmitting to
vou, to be communicated to the Royal Society, if you
thall think it worthy their attention.

I am, &c.

MICHAEL LORT.
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612 An Account of Mr. sCOTT’S

TO THE REV. MR. WHISSON.

ey Rafen,s
REV. SIR, May 26, 1777 -

I RECEIVED your favour in due time. I {hiould
have given you my anfwer fooner, but have been greatly
affli¢ted with the gout. I am very willing to inform
you (and take your inquiry as a favour) of my inability
concerning colours, as far as I am able from my own
common obfervation.

It is a family failing: my father has exactly the fame
impediment: my mother and one of my fifters were
perfect in all colours: my other fifter and myfelf alike
imperfeét: my laft mentioned fifter has two fons both
imperfect; but fhe has a daughter who is very perfeét :
I have a fon and daughter, who both know all colours
without exception; and fo did their mother: my mo-
ther’s own brother had the like impediment with me,
though my mother; as mentioned above, knew all co-
lIours very well.

Now I will inform you what colours I have the leaft
knowledge of. I do not know any green in the world;
a pink colour and a pale blue are alike, I do not know
one from the other. A full red and a full green the

fame,
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fame, I have often thought them a good match; but
yellows (light, dark, and middle) and all degrees of blue,.
except thofe very ‘pale, commonly called fky, 1 know
perfectly well, and can difcern a deficiency, in any of,
thofe colours, to a particular nicety:a full purple and
deep blue {fometimes baffle me. I married my daugh-
ter to .a genteel, worthy man a few years ago; the day
before the marriage he came to my houfe, dreffed in a.
new fuit of fine cloth cloaths. I'was much difpleafed that
he fhould come (as I fuppofed) in black: faid, He thould
go back to change his colour. But my daughter faid,
No, noj; the colour is very genteel; that it was my eyes
that deceived me. He was a gentleman of the law, in a
fine rich claret-coloured drefs, which is as much a black
to my eyes as any blaék» that ever was dyed: She has
been married feveral years; no child living, and my fon
is unmarried; fo how this impediment may defcend from
me is unknown.

I have a general good fatisfaftion in-the midft of this
my inability; can{ee objeéts at a diftance when I am on
travel with an acquaintance, and can diftinguifh the fize,
figure, or {pace, equal to moft, and I believe as quick,
colour excepted.

My
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My bufinefs was behind a counter many years, where
I had to do with variety of colours. I often, when alone,
met with.a difficulty; but I comunonly had a fervant in
the way to attend me, who made up my deficiency. I
have been now feven years from trade. My eyes, thank
God, are very good at difcerning men and things.

If your learned Society can fearch out the caufe of
this very extraordinary infirmity, and find a method for
.an amendment, you'will be fo obliging to acquaint me.

1 am, &c.

J. SCOTT-




